
2018 New Species 
 

American Beech: Fagus grandifolia is a large, densely crowned tree with low hanging branches native to the Eastern U.S. 
Gray bark is thin and smooth. Edible beech nuts attract wildlife such as turkey and deer. Bronze fall color.  

     
 
Yellow Birch: Betula alleghaniensis is a MN native tree with very attractive peeling yellow/gold bark. A long-lived birch 
with a unique wintergreen odor and taste to the buds and twigs. Catkins provide food for many bird species.  

     
 
Buttonbush: Cephalanthus occidentalis is a wetland species native to eastern MN along the St. Croix and Mississippi 
River Valleys. Common throughout the eastern U.S. Spherical flower clusters are great at attracting pollinators. Spreads 
by root suckering. Requires moist habitat and is a great lakeshore species.    

    
 
Dolgo Crabapple: Malus x ‘Dolgo’ is a prolific fruiting apple with heavy crops of 1.5 inch fruits ripening in August and 
persisting through December. Long bloom times are favorable to pollinators. Very sweet and flavorful fruits can be used 
in cooking, preserves, cider, sauce, etc. A great forage for wildlife. Cold hardy and disease resistant.    

     
 
Hop Tree: Ptelea trifoliata is an aromatic small tree, that produces clusters of ¾” round waferlike samara seeds. Tiny 
white flowers in June with sweet nectar, attract butterflies. Prefers moist soils. Shiny dark green leaves, yellow fall color.

    
 



2018 New Species (continued) 
 
Black Maple: Acer nigrum is native to southeastern MN. Very similar to Sugar Maple which shares its habitat. Some 
think the two should be treated as varieties instead of separate species. Leaves can be highly variable, however black 
maple leaves usually has fewer than 6 points per side and have generally drooping leaf margins. They also have the same 
value as a source for making maple syrup. 

     
 
Mountain Maple: Acer spicatum is a small tree native to northern and SE MN. It is common in the understory along the 
north shore and prefers cooler north facing slopes in the SE. Buried branches can sprout new roots and shoots. Spike 
shaped attractive spring flowers. Tolerant of heavy browse from moose and deer that is very nutritious.   

    
 
Three-leaf Sumac: Rhus trilobata is a fast growing, thicket forming shrub with a strong scent. It produces clusters of ¼” 
red fruit among dense branches that provide food and cover for birds. Colorful fall foliage. 

    
 
Winterberry: Ilex verticillata is a holly shrub species native to the eastern half of MN. Bright red berries are very 
attractive, persist through the winter and are targeted by birds. The flowers provide a nectar source for bees.    

    
 
 

 


